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' Abstract;

An integrated system for ice detection and weather observations has been in operation in Denmark
since the winter of 1986/87 (6 seasons).

Based on the measurements, a so-called winter index has been calculated every day and in every
Danish county (13). Special emphasis has been put on changes of weather, which cause winter
activity (salting, snow clearing, etc). As an example many temperature changes around 0°C will
cause a high winter index.

In the same period, the counties have reported their winter activity every day.

As we already know the salt consumption and the total expenditure for a season or a year
respectively, we can easily compare winter index, winter activity, salt consumption and expenses.

The purpose of this is to predict the expenses at present (i.e. in January) to be able to find out how
much cheaper or more expensive winter activities have been so far. The media and the authorities
empowered to make grants are interested in these predictions.

Our examination showed a fine relationship between winter index, winter activity and salt
consumption. Unfortunately the expenses showed no or poor relationship with the winter index. It
can therefore be said that the examination has failed in obtaining its primary objective, however,
it revealed other useful information.

We will now try to uncover why some counties are so much more expensive than others (up to

twice as much), when the underlying winter index (and winter activity) is the same.


































